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SYNOPSIS 
 
Seoul today, when Unk hits Boaz with his scooter, an amour fou takes its course between 
the two Young men. But soon, striving for autonomy, Unk starts living in fear of being 
absorbed by his lover. Meanwhile, in a TV series, a poet faces the fall of Jerusalem two 
thousand years ago. 
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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT  
 

On the surface level, the film is pretty much straightforward a Korean film, not really a film about 
me making a film in Korea. I understand this might be seen as a reactionary interference with a 
certain status-quo. In the same time, I can assure you that beneath this surface, it is very much 
connected to my own personal perspective on places I’ve journeyed through in life and on 
histories in the shadows of which I’ve lived. This approach I believe is more invoking. In writing, 
directing and editing the film, I did all I could to make sure that a viewer will not make the 
connection between what is seen and what is being referred but I might have failed in concealing.  
Lior Shamriz 
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Berlinale Program Notes on CANCELLED FACES  
by Toby Ashraf  
 
« Korea, the now: A young man makes a fateful encounter with a stranger he passionately falls in 
love with. When Unk rides his scooter through the night he fails to notice a drunk pedestrian, a 
man called Boaz, and hits him. The accident has unforeseen repercussions since shortly 
afterwards Unk and Boaz start an intense relationship that leads into a gradually worsening 
dependency and the “nouveau-noir story of absorption and autonomy” (Lior Shamriz) takes its 
course.  
Filmed as a gay melodrama in black-and-white shots, the classically narrative strands are 
intertwined with scenes from an eccentric theatre production that incorporates stories of the great 
revolt of the Jews against the Roman Empire. Bit by bit, the lines between a romantically 
orchestrated reality and the performative staging of a fictional tale begin to blur. 
 
Lior Shamriz’s film deals with cultural and historical appropriation. Elements of the New Queer 
Cinema, American pop culture, Biblical history, and fetish fashion are singled out, taken out of 
context, then re-contextualized and integrated into an unconventional narrative that consciously 
recites cinematic conventions at the same time. In the form of what could be called a cinematic 
mash-up, Cancelled Faces alienates cultural signifiers and opens a view to the concept of 
alienation on various levels. The personal alienation of two lovers inside a relationship, the 
cultural alienation of subjects in a globalized consumer culture and lastly, the alienation of 
concepts of national, sexual, or cultural identity. » 
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CANCELLED FACES, The Stars of a Korean-Israeli Global Project 
by NA Won-jung  
  
Official selection of the 2015 Berlin International Film Festival, Cancelled Faces stand out 
among the Korean films. Director Lior Shamriz who is from Israel is bases his works in Berlin. 
Shamriz received the support from Seoul Art Space Geumcheon and was able to make a 
Korea-Germany co-production film with Korean crew and actors. In this regard, the project is 
quite a rare case of a global film. Cancelled Faces takes the story of the great revolt of the 
Jews against the Roman Empire, and puts in a queer melodramatic twist with contemporary 
Korean youth as the protagonists. 
 
You’re from Israel and finished film studies in Berlin. How did you come to cast Korean 
actors and work with Korean staff? 
 
Lior Shamriz:  My mother is from Iraq and my father is from Iran. Ever since I was young, I 
had to get used to the uncomfortable. However, new environment also gives freedom to try 
something new. Cancelled Faces deals with the revolt in Jerusalem which was applied to 
contemporary times. In history, the Jewish people were able to lead a comfortable and rich 
lifestyles with the establishment of the Roman empire. However, through it they lost their 
culture. With globalization, we’re facing the same kind of dilemma in our current day society. If 
I was to cinematize this tory with people from a different background, I thought it would be 
more interesting. With the recent spotlight on the Korean film industry and pop culture, I had a 
lot of interest in the country. Also, the support from Seoul Art Space Geumcheon allowed me to 
work with Korean staff to make the film. 
(…) 
 
Was it hard for you to film in Korea? 
 
Lior Shamriz:  A friend of mine told me that I must meet Yena in Seoul. It felt like a prophesy. 
Other staff members were also introduced to me through acquaintances. We were gathered 
naturally so the staffing process wasn’t difficult. Upon meeting Kyeong-koo, I knew right away 
that he would be perfect. I got the impression that I could trust him. He became responsible for 
getting permission to shoot on location instead of me. I’m not sure if it’s his likeable 
demeanour, but he was able to do everything smoothly. I’m glad we were able to work 
together. 
 
In Cancelled Faces, a queer couple gets into a scooter accident which leads them to a 
bizarre situation. With such dreamlike concept, it must have been hard to perform. 
 
KIM Won-mok (actor): The audition itself was quite extraordinary. I had to improvise and 
assume that I might get killed. My English isn’t perfect and the director doesn’t know any 
Korean. So I had to express everything through my eyes and my facial expressions without 
being attached to my lines. It was something I’ve never done before, so it was that much more 
special. 
  
LEE Je-yeon (actor): Acting in an impromptu drama was unique and interesting. The 
character I created was based on the jazz music the director sent to us. As there were no lines 
and just the basic bones of the story intact, every day was determined by the circumstances of 
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that day. At first I was a little insecure, but through the rehearsals I was able to understand the 
character. After finishing Cancelled Faces I became more interested in focusing my career on 
films. 
 
What do you think you’ve gained from Cancelled Faces? What kind of projects do you 
want to do in the future? 
 
Lior Shamriz:  Cancelled Faces can be considered as a film that’s like a fairy tale. The 
process of making it was similar as well. In my opinion, at the most dangerous times in my life, 
I end up meeting great people. No matter what kind of encounter it may be, I think it’s 
important to have an open mind. Then great things happen. Just like our film. I hope I’ll have 
another chance to work with this group of people again. I’m sure we’ll be able to go far 
together. By making this film in Korea, I was able to implement a unique energy into the film. 
I’m planning to work on my next film in Korea again. But this time, I’ll go back and forth 
between Taipei and Seoul. 
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DIRECTOR’S BIO  
 

Born 1978 in Ashkelon (Israel), lives in Berlin & Los Angeles.  At 18, skipping the army, moved 
to Tel-Aviv and started making films, music and taking part in collective art projects. Studied 
film at the Jerusalem Sam Spiegel Film School and media at the University of Arts Berlin. 
 

His work was presented in numerous international film festivals, including Berlin Film Festival 
(‘10,’13), Locarno, Torino, Frameline, Sarajevo, BAFICI and venues such as MoMA NY, KW-
Berlin, Centre George Pompidou & the National Museum of Art Washington DC, winning 
prizes at the Oberhausen Kurzfilmtage (‘13,’14), Achtung Berlin and others; Nominated to the 
Max Ophüls Prize (2010) and the Preis der Nationalgalerie of Germany (2013); Received 
retrospectives at the Thessaloniki Intl Film Festival, Israel Film Festival Berlin and Ars 
Independent Katowice. 
 

His works often capsule a tensed narrative, tying scenery and duration, submissive pre-camp 
pathos and neo-decadence, spectacle and textuality, acting and being.  Also makes music. 
 

Starting late 2013, for his film project “The Cold Desert”, he conducted a series of 
performances in Los Angeles and Berlin, that explored filming as both a recording process and 
a live stage. These performances will continue with a new film project, “The Cage”, that will be 
staged and filmed in Seoul and Taipei in summer 2015. 
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DIRECTOR’S SELECTIVE FILMOGRAPHY 
 

2014 “L’amour sauvage”,25 mins 

2013 “The Way of the Shaman”, 50 mins (video installation) 

 “The Present of Cinema”,7 mins 

 “The Runaway Troupe of the Cartesian Theater”,18 mins 

2012 “Beyond Love And Companionship”, 18 mins 

 “A Low Life Mythology”, ca. 80 mins 

2011 *“Mirrors for Princes”, 63 mins 

2010 “Ritenuto”, 48 mins 

 “Titan”, 40 mins 

 “Return Return”, 26 mins 

2009 “Saturn Returns”, 93 mins 

2008 “The Magic Desk”, 10 mins 

 “Vacuum Cleaner”, 7 mins 

2007 “Before the Flowers of Friendship Faded Friendship Faded”, 7 mins 

 “Japan Japan”, 65 mins 

2006 “Ho! Terrible Exteriors”, 28 mins 

2005 “Return to the Savanna” – 6 short films, 75 mins in Total 

2002 “Albania”, 7 mins 
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CAST 
 
Kim Won-mok 
Lee Je-yeon 
Ye Soojeong 
Kwon Kiha 
Kim Hyena 
Won Taehee 
Park Junhyeok 
Lee Juhee 
Kim Taehee 
Seo Bosang 
Gim Yena 
Seo Liseul 
Kim Yoojin 
Lee Hansaem 
Park Jeongwoo 
Jang Heejeong 
Lee Jeonghoon 
Kim Sunyoung 
Lee Jaeho 
Park Sungjun 
Jung Woohyun 
Jang Gunhee 
Park Jeha 
 
 
 
CREW 
 
Written and Directed by  Lior Shamriz 
Production Manager  Kim Kyeongkoo 
Costume Designer   Oh Sebong 
Associate Producer  Naama Yuria 
Special Coordination  Lee Jihoi 
Music    Ohal Grietzer 
Produced at   Seoul Art Space Geumcheon 
Produced by   Lior Shamriz 
Color Correction   Sebastian Bodirsky 
Sound Design   Assaf Gidron 
Sound Mix    Jochen Jezussek 

 
 


